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B.H.S. BASKETBALL 1952-1953 


April 13, 2008: marks the _ fifty-fifth 
anniversary of Bellingham coming together to 
celebrate Bellingham High School’s 1952-1953 
basketball team which was the most successful 
basketball team in the fifteen years since the 
school first opened. 

It was just the second year of coaching at the 
high school for Frank Flynn, but he must have 
realized from the start that he had very talented 
players with which to work. He successfully 
pulled this talent together forming a well 
balanced team that exhibited fair play and 
teamwork. 

The team not only set records but was 
unusual in that it was led by five co-captains. 
This was so unusual that their story and their 
picture were carried from coast to coast by the 
Associated Press. 

With the team record of 22 wins and 3 losses, 
it broke several school records including the 
most games won in a season - 22; the highest 
score in one game — 102, and the most points in 
one season -1,691. The team also set the record 
for the longest winning streak — 17 games which 
broke the record of 15 set by an earlier team 
coached by Jim Keough. 

The 1952 team had won the Woonsocket 
Retail Trade Board Trophy and the Franklin 
Rotary Trophy setting goals for the 1952-1953 
team. This team accepted that challenge and 
won both trophies. In each case, winning the 
two out of three series in two games. 

The Woonsocket Retail Trade Board Trophy 
was awarded to the winner of the Bellingham — 
Blackstone series, and the Franklin Rotary 
Trophy was awarded to the winner of the 
Bellingham — Franklin series. 

Bellingham, being a small school at the time, 
had to face opponents from schools with much 
larger enrollments. 

The players on this team started playing 
together in the sixth and seventh grade thanks to 
Dave Tuttle, Sr. who gathered boys together at 
the High School on weekends for training and to 
teach them the game of basketball. 

The most exciting game must have been the 
game where this team with five co-captains 
(Robert Nutting, Drew Palmer, Paul Petrosky, 
Albert Marcet and Kenneth Young) won by just 
one point. However, it was Sonny Meotti, a 
player who came off the bench, who scored five 
points with about a minute and a half left. With 


just a few seconds left and a tie score, Sonny 
was fouled. He missed the first of two free 
throws, but hit the second which proved to be 
the game winning point. 


RECOLLECTIONS FROM PLAYERS: 

“The 1953 basketball team was the best time of 
my life which I feel captured all the residents of 
Bellingham. It established many friendships both in 
school and all over town. But now as I look back, 
this era of our lives and the towns interest began in 
1947-48. I was in the 7” grade and some were in the 
6 grade. The man who started this entire 
accomplishment was Dave L. Tuttle, Sr., father of 
Dave Jr. and Alan Tuttle, who would take us every 
Saturday or Sunday to the Keough High School for 
training and teaching of the game. By the time we 
were seniors, together all that time — six years, the 
blend with Coach Frank Flynn made this team a can’t 
miss success. 

Fifty-five years have passed since Bellingham was 
a small little Class D team playing B and C teams 
throughout the state. 

I was blessed that my family settled in Bellingham 
where I still have many friends. I hope somehow the 
residents of Bellingham are as appreciating this town 
as much as I did.” 

Bob Nutting 

Class of 1953 
Note — “The Range Rider did attend the banquet and 
announced at 8:30 - 9:00 that there was 4” of snow 
waiting for you and the ‘Range Rider never lies’. The 
date of the banquet was April 13.” 

Bob 


CC: The Range Rider was a western show on 
on the TV in the fifties that featured the 
Range Rider and his side kick Dick West. 


I remember that the name of the Bellngham teams 
was changed to Blackhawks during our junior. All 
the teams voted on the name. 

I remember going to the high school on weekends 
when I was in the 6" or 7” grade to play basketball . 
I also shot baskets against Crooks’ barn with 
neighborhood kids. 

In the tournament game that we won by one 
point, I remember sitting on the bench saying over 
and over to the coach that I could drive on this team. 
I don’t know if the coach put me into the game 
because he was tired of hearing me say I could drive 
on this team, or he thought I could help the team. 

Sonny Meotti 


CC: Sonny scored the point that won the 
Assumption College Tournament. 


“I have many good memories — all those 
afternoons, weekends, school vacations, summers, all 
revolved around sports. 

We all bonded socially- visiting each others’ 
homes. We had a great coach, Frank Flynn. He was 
tough but fair. He always helped the team to be 
friends as well as teammates. He took us along with 
his wife and own kids to his place at the beach. He 
shared his life and time with us. He was a good guy 
and left us to soon. 

One of our teammates, Paul Petrosky, also died 
much too soon. Paul was the kind of person that put 
his heart and soul into everything he did. School, 
sports and life - he lived it to its fullest. He spent a 
lot of time at my home. My family thought of him as 
another kid. We shared a great friendship. 

Another good memory was the after game get 
togethers. We often went to the Lennox. Some of 
the fathers would treat us to hamburgers and coke 
while we talked about the game — what we did 
wrong, what we did right, mostly right. 

It was exciting to us. We carried the memories for 
all these years. They are brought out and dusted 
every now and then to relate some of our stories to 
the kids and grandkids. 

There’s a discipline to sports that you carry 
through your life — good memories, good times.” 

Albert Marcet 


CC — The Lennox was a restaurant that stood at 
Crooks Corner where Dean Bank is now located. 


As long as I live I will see Sonny driving for the 
basket in that final tournament game. I remember our 
coach, Frank Flynn, and how he was like a father to 
our team. Many boys gathering at my house to play 
basketball. I also remember That in the 7 grade 
Dave Tuttle, Sr. taught us the game of basketball. 

Most of all, I remember the bus rides because my 
high school girl friend, Peggy Short, was a 
cheerleader so she was also on the bus. After high 
school, she and I married and we will be married for 
fifty years in June. 

Drew Palmer 


CC — The Johnson Bus was usually driven to 
these games by Jazzer Willard. 


NOTE: The game back then: 

_ The jump shot was just being developed. 

_ The three point shot was not part of the 
of the game. 

_ There was no as much body contact allowed 
during the game as there is now.. 


Deceased: Frank Flynn, Paul Petrosky and 
Donald Short 


Moments earlier a final whistle had 
blown ending the Bellingham Black- 
hawks’ 1952-53 basketball season, The 
players rushed to the bench and 
raised their coach to their shoulders 
and paraded him around the Assump- 


tion College gym. 


| Lee 
( N completing my second year as coach at B. H. S., I consider myself fortunate to have been pre- 
| sented with such a fine array of players. Without a doubt, these boys are the finest ever to have 
represented our school. Each boy had his own specialty—and that specialty combined with determin- 
ation, co-ordination, and an unbeatable spirit enabled him to overcome the many obstacles which faced 
him. Each boy possessed another most essential asset—his mental ability, his individual capacity for 
analyzing the opposition and purposefully driving forward to victory. 

No coach could have sought more co-operation than I received from them. No school could havi 
asked a finer inspiration for younger athletes than our school has had from them. We are indeed proud 
Congratulations to each of the boys—and may the same spirit that they have shown in sports go wit 


in thei head. 
them in their years ahead FRANK J. FLYNN 
Coach 


wf Bellingham Wanguet 
Honoring ike Champion bslickiges. 


‘ oe ee Shee ah 
(Faces on the front cover be'ong to: Front row kneeling, the five co-captains: Bob Nutting, Drew Palmeér, 
Paul Petrosky, Al Marcet and Ken Young. Standing: Coach Frank Flynn, Alan Tuttle, Don Short, Sonny Meotti, 
Rog Canestrari, Henry Schwenker, Ronnie Koloski, Jimmy Mazdrachi, Jim Hachey and Mgr. Ernest Pelletier.) 


2, The Tounsfol 
Abril 13th, 953 in the High Sea Te a 


HEREAS—The 1952-53 basketball team at 
Bellingham High School has broken four 
school records by winning 17 straight 
games, scoring more than 100 points in 
a single game, winning 22 games out of 
25 and scoring 1,691 points against all 
opponents, and 


t HEREAS—tThe team went on to the semi- 
1 finals in Class D of the Eastern Massa- 
chusetts Tournament at Lynn, and 


HEREAS—The team won the Class B title 
| in the 7th annual Assumption College 
Invitation Tournament at Worcester, and 


"VHEREAS—This splendid record has 
| brought distinct honor to the Town of 
Bellingham, now therefore, 


The five co-captains, about whom 
much has already been written, are 
seen as they received the Class B 
trophy in the Assumption College 
gym from John Houlihan of the 
sports department of the Worcester 
Telegram-Gazette. 


A eranliution 


BE IT RESOLVED—That the Board of 
Selectmen, on behalf of the citizens of 
the Town of Bellingham, extends the 
official greetings and congratulations of 
the town to the members of the 1952-53 
basketball team of Bellingham High 
School and their coach, Frank Flynn, and 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED—That a copy 
of this resolution be spread in the official 
records of the Town Clerk, and that a 
copy of same be forwarded to Principal 
Edward F. Collins of Bellingham High 
School. 


GIVEN—At the Town of Bellingham, County 
of Norfolk, Commonwealth of Massachu- 
setts, this 16th day of March, 1953. 


Zephirin J. Remillard, 
Chairman of Selectmen 

Alfred M. Cote, 
Selectman 


Walter P. Lewinski, 
Selectman 
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SEASON RECORD INDIVIDUAL RECORDS 


Bellinghard F944 seatae: 68 Alumni |. . Soke ad. ee Robert Nutting (f) ....4..<.. 0.) : eee 
So eee as rk Le Mids Nia OLAS a: Albert Marcet (f) ..).....:7!.5 7 
Bellingham ccesee soos 56 Uxbpridveis as: 39 2 
Bellingham ............. 57 St. Mary’s ..... 41 i Drew: Palmer (g) ........2386 (ee 
Bellingham ..... +. -.. 30 Shi vere eee ae |: Kenneth Young (g) ......,)-. 4) ae 
Bellinghamiwe-s «© 25:52 18 Uxbridge = V7 & 39.» Paul P kc 
Bellingham ........... 75 St. Mary’s ae aul Petrosky (¢)°..........0- 20) 
Bellingham ....... Foes oe vabetan a a : Roger Canestrari (c) .......4,. 0900s 
Bellingham ....... —_ ranklin i. : 
Hellinghein 83 St. Andrew’s .. .. 50: Henry Schwenker (f)\...:.... 270 
Bellingham ........ ... 7 Northboro ... = ms : Clark \Meotti«(g) )0v.). 2m .2 33. Gee 
Bellingham .. .... ay Hopedale ; oe, = 
Bellingham >... ihe ei Westbord 30: James Hachey (f) fatikh. Wal. a 
Bellingham .. .. . .- at Franklin ie «eee. Ronald, Koloski. (£).46. sc ses 5:5: Geno 
BeLrigtAae, 2 hers | 10 Blackstone ... . a 
Bellingham <1 /os....- 56 -Hopedale ..... vhs. cde3et Be Alan Tuttle (g) ..... +00. sss sess eeeeeees 
BeHinghame nt, <<. us 61 Northboro <0 tree James Mazdrachi (g) oa ad sth 
Bellinghamuns casts 77 Westborom eet) Greeno : 
Rellinghuhinn, «0 . 102 Hiackstans. Sees Py Donald Short (f) .......:... 3.2 ae 

1302 848 

sauaunuvensuvenensenscsnsensncenseneveusucensesncensncescsusuas saves taveaau vita slsstes dea iaissesseeeseeeeeeses seca ieiiaiaiiaiisiaiaiaaadanen senedsiveriedsnicietaninteS. 
TOURNAMENT RECORDS : 


Eastern Mass. Small Schools Tournament 
at Lynn Classical High School 
Quarter Finals 
Bellingham ee on . 86 HOUIStGn 9 ae eee te acrers 2 
Bellinghamevers-- - reer OO Millis 
Semi-Finals 
jayalbbeevdekrvon) yoo Galipe@osaas o 8! Provincetown =]. .... . 73 


SCUeenenaan 


Assumption College Invitation Tournament 
at Worcester 


CLASS B : 

Quarter Finals : 

Bellingham ......... OP Pip? Hiusdsan "Paes cere ee. ee 32 : 
Semi-Finals : 

BellingnaM aks save cei. 52 Sacréd 6art.(5. ..:.: sasae se at ae : 
Finals : 

Bellingham-vn..c.0 <2.i0 aon) M&j0r abelian. 23). gta ee 50 : 
Tournament Total 2 

Bellingham erik wee ce. 389 Opponents P25. cee ene 277 ; 
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HE 1952-53 Basketball Team was the most outstanding team ever to represent Bellingham High 
School, Possessing both the physical and mental ability essential to the making of stellar athletes, 
these boys were a credit not only to our team but also to our school. There was a semblance of pro- 
fessionalism in their ballhandling and shooting. They continuously played out of their class, yet they 
made the opposition look easy. One of the purposes of our sports program is to teach teamplay, and 
this team, more than any other, exemplified that principle. Their success was due, in no small degree, 
to their coach who heartily subscribed to this principle and, consequently, was adverse to the one-man 

team. My congratulations go to no one star, but to a team of stars. 

EDWARD F. COLLINS 


Principal 
A Tiga achievement of the 1953 Bellingham High School Basketball Team is all the more remarkable 


when we consider the fact that most of the opposing teams have represented high schools two to 
three times the enrollment of ours. 


We have always been extremely proud of our athletes, and in past years our teams have been 
very successful, working hard and practicing long and diligently. This year’s club is undoubtedly the 
best we have ever had. The boys certainly merit all the praise we can give them, 

Heartiest congratulations to the boys, the principal, the coach, the cheerleaders, and all who have 
assisted in any way in producing such an outstanding club. 

PERCY L. ROWE 
Supt. of Schools 
she 


COURERRERRGTOORCRHRGRERODORGRGEDD ER ARaRORORaReeeee EER; eeeeeenatees CUTRLORTOCP CORE OORCEREREEOORETDERDeeDREeeHEReeeeteeeiaeee seneeceenge tran SOCPRDORGDORERCCERGERERSROC COREE RORTTER ROCCE OCEOSORRARCCER ERODES RCR OREO R ee ee eee CCROREREERCRGERERCRR SER GRRR ORR eeeeeteeeeeeeeeesaeseer 


TITTLE DOCUEOUEOCUEDEOOHUIUCOCORR ERED OOH OCCUR CORES HCCOEOEEONE MUCUS SORA O ORD COROOOROR COORD RD OR OCR CE DOCRU ROU ROO RR OCH ORDER OC OGHOR ORO GCORO EEC EOD TROD ODER OOOO OR OSG RACCORAORRGOOROCCDRGOORRUORORCROROGOROSGRRRRGesOeRE 


ey, Evening With The GN diwks 


(out of uniform) 


Red Auerbach presents award 
To Kenneth Young 


Lou Pieri part owner of 
the Boston Celtics 


Toastmaster 
ANDREW P. PALMER 


Invocation: REV. ALBERT BERGERON 
Pastor, Assumption Church 


Welcome: PRINCIPAL EDWARD F. COLLINS 
Bellingham High School 


Introduction of Guests 


Remarks: REV. JOSEPH A. PELLETIER, A. A. 
Dean of Men 
Assumption College 


Address: LOUIS A. R. PIERI 
Educator, Athlete, Sportsman 


Director of Professional Basketball 
and Hockey Teams 


Presentation of Awards: 
For Selectmen: Alfred M. Cote 
For School Committee: Lionel R, Trudeau, Chairman 
For Banquet Committee: David L, Tuttle, Chairman 
Special Gifts by Toastmaster 


Thanks by: 
CO-CAPTAIN KENNETH YOUNG 


Benediction: REV. PAUL D. BOBBITT 
N. Bellingham Baptist Church 


Speeresonconnr TTITITIITITITI TTT 


Special guests 


Red Auerbach, Coach of the Boston Celtics 
Range Rider, Star of aTelevision Show 
Dick West, Range Riders Side Kick 
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A HERO’S REWARD. Ulark kL. “Sonny” Meotti, 
17, of Silver Lake, Bellingham, who came off the 
bench to win for the Blackhawks in the Assump- 
tion College tournament, enjoys a quiet game of 
“crib” with Marcelle Fleuette, also 17, at the lat- 
ter’s Silver Lake home. In four years of high school 
basketball, Sonny was always relegated to the bench. 
After his graduation in June, Sonny is looking for- 
ward to a tour of duty in the U. S. Navy. 


‘ a ah 
Bh sires Pa 
5 a \ fete 


Gains Greatness In 1 Second 


A week has passed but Sonny 
Meotti still is walking on air. And 
‘with good reason. 

_ Friday the thirteenth is tradi- 
tionally an unlucky day, but to 
Coach Frank Flynn’s Bellingham 


Blackhawks the day was anything | 


but that..On that date in Assump- 
tion gym-in Worcester, the Hawks 


came from behind to win Belling-- 


ham its first class B championship, 
51 to 50, And thereby hangs a 


tale. A tale which, for all of its 
fantastic improbability, rivals any 
which might be found in the realm 
of fiction. 

Our story concerns young 
Meotti, a substitut® warming the 


bench as his team-mates battle ! 


frantically in the, last game of the 
tournament to keep abreast of a 
strong Beal quintet. ‘The battle 


rages into the final period with | 


Bellingham trailing 36 to 32, while 


ee eNO iP ae e* 3 j Ate" 


Sub Flirts With Fame, Falters... 


the young sub watches anxiously 
Frsomn the sidelines. 
Early in the period, one of his 
| mates fouls out and Beal ups the 
|Score 37 to 32. Bellingham is stil) 
| trailing by five points, 45 to 40, as 
the clock shows three minutes of 
iDlaying time left. Marcet scores 
ifor the Hawks, is fouled, ana adds 
| two more points to make the tally, 
45-44. Beal scores, but Marcet re- 
talates and the score is 47 to 46. 
Finally, with 95 seconds left, Mar- 
cet fouls out and Meotti finds 
|himself in the game. 
Here he is, the perennial sub, 
|senior playing his final game, KN 


Cheerleaders, led by their Captain Janet Crooks, 
were called upon to give a cheer at the banquet. 


Ae 


sanssnnanananusccnsuscvanccccssnunensunaucenseucusancusnanusiserecnccaseensanssesisnaseseedentestbesseeneneeeeenenesuseseREeNeasOOeODNGeananeneseaesaeneueONeQAAAALSQAGOOENSLOLELLOUGDOORSOAOLONOAOOLSUOOOADOGOAOOOUSAOOOORDANASOOORNGROOSRAOOEOOOROOONCONODeCORaUOEOAODOaacEggan 


Highlights of the Bashetball History at Bellingham High School 


Compiled by EDWARD F. COLLINS, Principal 


The Town of Bellingham threw open the doors of its first 
high school in October, 1938, and a month later started its 
first basketball team under George F. Fitzpatrick, The boys 
set a fine record for a team that was playing as a unit for the 
first time. They formed the nucleus of a good team and it 
showed up the next year in winning nine and losing but six. 
Some of the outstanding players during that time were Al 
Marchand, Gene and Pete Garneau, Art Bokowski, Charlie 
Sarasin and Steve Nadolny. 

In the fall of 1941, James J. Keough became coach and 
the team played a 22-game schedule, with a nine won and 
13 lost record. The war interrupted Mr. Keough’s teaching 
and coaching and he entered the armed forces. Before he left, 
however, he had such stars as Joe Marchand, Walter Hogarth, 
Jerry Gregoire, Ed Chamberland, Frank Struzik, Joe Petrosky 
and Art Caron. 

The war and gasoline shortages cut deeply into our sche- 
dule during the next two years and, although the won-lost 
record does not show it, the boys were very good players. The 
coaching job that year fell on my shoulders, Despite defeat, 
the highlight of the year was the 26-25 game we dropped to 
Franklin, the winning basket resulting from a misunderstand- 
ing between the referee and Franklin’s timekeeper. 

Sports took a back seat again in 1943-44 but out of the 
curtailed schedule came such star performers as Joe Pet- 
rosky, Joe Marchand, Walt Radlow, Danny Nadolny, Roland 
Marchand, Frank Struzik and Jack Tuttle. 

The next year I, too, went into the Army and Harold Gran- 
ger, who had taken over as principal and coach, and School 
Committeeman David L. Tuttle joined in putting together a 
15-game schedule, the team winning 10 and losing five. Co- 
Capt. Jack Tuttle set a new individual scoring record of 256 
points playing with a team of Co-Capt. Walt Nadolny, Rol Mar- 
chand, Bill Baisley, Chet Lewinski, Lloyd Rhodes, Mike 
Berardi and Charles Delaney, 

With the war over in 1945, sports again took their rightful 
place among extra-curricular activities at Bellingham High 
School. We were all back from service and Mr. Keough took 
a “green” team to win nine of 19 games. These boys scored 
a total of 525 points, led by Chet Lewinski, Tracey Garneau, 
and Nick Petrosky and including such team players as Charlie 
Delaney, Dave Tuttle and Jerry Daigle. 

In 1946-47, Mr, Keough’s team won 15 of 21 games for the 
top record of that season. A crowd of 1,100 saw the third and 
deciding game in Woonsocket Armory for the Woonsocket Re- 
tail Trade Board trophy between Bellingham and Blackstone, 
won by the latter, 40-30. Both squads were feted at the Bocce 
Club by Dr. Augustine W. Eddy and George C. Rhodes. This 
club was composed of Capt, Nick Petrosky, Tracy Garneau, 
Bob Nadolny, Charlie Delaney, Dave and Bib Tuttle, Jerry 


DELEUROOORO TEREST ODER O TEER CORR ORECO ODOR SOO ORE DORE ROCOS SOD AOOF ODT ORODO DOOR TSDORCCCOROLEOSTEOSUO STOR DSRS DUEER DOES UDO SORT ENEESEDO DI 


Daigle, Mike Berardi, Carleton Patrick and Tommy Nichol- 
son, © 

Mr. Keough resigned as coach in the spring of ’47 and 
Mike Bonollo was named mentor, with only Garneau, Bib 
Tuttle and Patrick back, plus Howard Crooks and Dick Dupre. 
Yet, this team won 11 of its 22 games. Garneau broke Jack 
Tuttle’s old individual scoring record of 256 by netting 326 
points. Bob Nutting came close to breaking that mark this 
year, scoring 321 points. Bonollo’s team was the first from the 
school to enter tournament play—the Small and Medium High 
Schools event at Malden. They were eliminated in the first 
round. 

William Conlan was coach in 1948-49 and had little suc- 
cess with a team that had only one veteran—Dick Dupre. A 
plaque was offered the winner of the Franklin-Bellingham 
series and was won by Franklin. Since that time, however, 
the plaque has remained at Bellingham High. The tide turned 
for Mr, Conlan the next year, beating Mount St, Charles and 
Northbridge on their home courts, plus a double win over 
Franklin. Star team members that year were Moe Gregoire, 
Paul Lataille, Lee Ambler and Pres Fisher. 

Another new coach—Paul Blackjohn—came on the scene 
in 1950-51 and for the first time took possession of the Woon- 
socket Retail Trade Board Trophy, beating Blackstone. His club 
also downed Franklin for the Franklin Rotary Club plaque. At 
the end of the highly-successful season, the boys were presented 
jackets at a school assembly. Standouts on this club were Pres 
Fisher, Al Bruneau, Bob Nutting, Paul Petrosky and Al] Marcet. 

In 1951-52, Frank J. Flynn assumed the coaching reins and 
the team played under its new nickname—“The Blackhawks’— 
for the first time. They won 17 out of 21 games, surpassing the 
1946-47 mark of 15-6. Franklin and Blackstone again were de- 
feated and the two trophies kept at Bellingham. This team also 
played in the Eastern Mass, Small Schools Tournament at Mal- 
den and lost the opening game by a single point. They then 
entered the Assumption College Invitation Class B division 
tourney at Worcester and won the opening game in spectacular 
fashion. 

A 58-foot shot by Andy Gregoire tied the score at the end 
of regulation time, and a three-minute overtime and a “sud- 
den death” overtime were needed to win. They bowed in the 
second game and also in the consolation game. All five co- 
captains being honored here tonight were members. of that 
team, in addition to Capt. Andy Gregoire and Charlie Pantano. 

The feats of our 1952-53 team need not be mentioned in 
this history as this program is replete with its chronology. The 
team was TOPS—the boys all CHAMPIONS. However, we did 
have an unusual situation in that for the first time there were 
five co-captains—so unusual that their story and photo were 
carried by The Associated Press from coast to coast, 
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The Bellingham Historical Commission extends its thanks to Janet Crooks Hendrickson, 
Al, Sonny, Drew, and Bob for their contribution to this article. A special thanks goes to 
Marcelle Fleuette Enright, who not only contributed to this article, but donated her scrap- 


book and other memorabilia to our museum. 
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1893 BELLINGHAM DIRECTORY 
continued from last issue 


SOCIETIES AND CHURCHES continued 


J.O. A. M. 


Organized, June 19, 1893. 

Meet every Saturday evening at Town Hall, Bellingham. 
Councillor, E. W. Woodbury. 

V. C., Frank Thayer. 

Rec. Sec., Whitman Couk. 

Ass’t Rec. Sec., Albert Mungon. 
Financial Sec., George Crooks. 
‘lreasurer, R. A. Rockwood. 
Inductor, Fred Rhodes. 

Warden, C. Crooks. 

Inside Protector, J. Dodge. 
Ontside Protector, Samuel Metcalf. 


Trustees, Dr. Nathan W. Sanborn, Frank Dawley, Albert ° 


Aldrige. 
G. E. V. C., 8. Aldrige. 


NORTH BELLINGHAM CHURCH: 


Chapel, Ray’s Block, Maple street near the depot. 
Pastor, Rev. Lucian Drury. 

Deacon, Roswell Bent. 

Clerk, Elbridge Grant. 

Treas., Dea. Roswell Bent. 

Sunday Services, 2 and 5.30 P. M.. 

Sunday School Supt., F. C. Bemis. 

Ass’t Supt., Miss A. C. Grant. 

Sec. Miss Mabel Drake. 


Y. P. 8. of C. ENDEAVOR. 


BAPTIST CHURCH. 


Situated, junction of South Main and Mechanic streets. 
Organized, 1737. 

Pastor, Rev. Lucian Drury. 

Deacon, Hiram Cook. 

Clerk, Rev. J. M. Rockwood. 

Treas., Deacou Hiram Cook. 
Sunday services; 10.45 A. M. and.7.39 P. M. 
Sunday school Supt., Rev. J. M. Rockwood. 
Ass't Supt., Miss Alice Whitney. 

Librarian, A. N. Whitney. 

Sec., Miss Emily {£; Rockwood. 


LADIES’ AID SOCIETY. 


Pres., Mrs. Lucinda Keach. 

V. Pres., Mrs. Mary L. ‘Thayer. 
Sec., Mrs. L.. Maria Girstle. 
Treas., Mrs. Abbie Cook. 
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Y. P.8. C. ENDEAVOR. 


Pres., Dr. N. W. Sanborn. 

V. Pres. Mrs. P. M. Drary. 

Rec. Sec., Miss Emily F. Rockwood. 
Cor. Sec,, Miss Sarah T. Rockwood. 
Treas., Miss Carrie Whitney. 


WOMAN’S MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


Pres., Mrs. P. M. Drury. 
V. Pres., Mrs. M. A. Belcher. 
Sec, and Treas., Miss Sarah T. Rockwood. 


LOYAL LEGION. 


Pres. H. W. Drury. . 
V. Pres. Lloyd Thayer’ 


CHURCH AT BELLINGHAM, 


74°? ADVERTISEMENTS, 


DE NERS ON 


Grorevies, Pravistans and Flour, 
Fine Teas. Coffees and Pure Spices. 


DRY GOODS, BOOTS AND SHOES. ee 


SS : PATENT MEDICINES, Etc. 


Post Ofie? Block, Maple Street, NORTH BELLINGHAM, MASS 


Wray D. W. HALLORAN, 


i A a a Sh 


BEEF, PORK, MUTTON, LARD, 


How, POULTRY, Ete. 


Fruits and Vegetables in their season 


Main St., Franklin, Mass. 


BELLINGHAM BUSINESS DIRECTORY. 


AUTHORESS. 
WHITE MRS B A. cor Main and Mendon See page 134 
BLACKSMITH. 
Nelson George, Mechanic 
BOARDING HOUSE. 
Burt John C, Maple (N B) 
BOOTS AND SHOES. 
Fitzpatrick M, Hartford Ave (N B) 
GRANT ELBRIDGE, Post Office Block Maple (N B) See page 
142 
Stowe E B, Pearl (C) 
BOOT AND SHOE REPAIRER. 
Spencer A C, Main 
CARPENTERS AND BUILDERS. 


Chilson O J, So Main 

Cook Ichabod, So Main 

Smith A M, Hartford ave (N B) 
Thompson J 8, So Main 


=Tie 


CIDER MANUFACTURER. 


Davis Chas T, Millen near Hopedale line (M) 


DRESS MAKER. 
Rockwood Susan A, Mechanic 
DRY AND FANCY.GOODS. 
Fitzpatrick M, Hartford Ave (N B) 
GRANT ELBRIDGE, Post Office Block Maple (N B) See page 
142 
Stowe E B, Pearl (C) 
FANCY POULTRY. 
RHODES 0 C, junc Park and Railroad (SB) See page 159 


WISH, <c. 


Cook Willie L, Mechanic 

Levesque A, Centre near Woonsocket line 
O’Clair F N. Centre near Woonsocket line 
White W E, So Main 


FRUIT GROWERS. 


HOWARD J HORTON, Hartford ave near Hopedale line (S M) 
Howes W E, Hartford ave 


GROCERS, 


Fitzpatrick M, Hartford ave (N B) 
GRANT ELBRIDGE, Post Office Block Maple (N B) See page 
142 
Stowe E B, Pearl (C) 
Thayer L F, Mechanic near So Main 
ICE, -&c. 


Caryville Ice Co, Hartford ave (C) 
Drake G H, off Hartford ave (N B) 


LUNCH TEAM. 
Thayer Geo H, Depot 
MASON AND CONTRACTOR. 
Bemis F J, Hartford Ave (N B) 
MUSIC TEACHERS. 
Chilson Lillian L, So Maio 


- Crooks Flora E, cor Lake and Prospect 


NURSERYMAN. 


‘HOWARD J HORTON, Hartford Ave, -n Hopedale line (So 


Mil) 
f PHYSICIANS AND SURGEQNS. 
Sanborn Dr Nathan W, Main 
Tingley Dr B W, Park (S B) 
PROVISIONS. 
Fitzpatrick M, Hartford Ave (N B) 


¢ 


RHODES 0 OC, June Park and Railroad (SB) See page 


RAKE MANUFACTURER. 
Wilcox E D, Wrentham 
REAL ESTATE. 


FISHER L L, Hartford Ave, n Hopedale line (So Mil) See 


first cover 
SAW MILL. 
Drake A B, off Hartford Ave (N B) 


SAWS FILED. 
Fuller John A; Nason (So Mil) 


TEAMING AND JOBBING. 
Burr W A, cor Park and Railroad (S B) 
Thayer L’F, Mechanic n So Main 
TOOL MANUFACTURER. 
COOK EMORY B, Hartford Ave (N B) See page 105 


WHEELWRIGHT. 
White C E, cor Mendon and Brook 


WOOLEN GOODS MANUFACTURERS. 


Caryville mills, Hartford Ave (C) 

Ray’s Shoddy mill, off Main 

Ray’s Woolen mills, Maple (N B) 

Taft, McKean & Co, Pearl (C) 

Woodhead Thomas, emp Ray’s mill, h Maple (N B) 


Wylie Wm A, Irish comedian (Wylie and Sanford,) b Hixon 
Place (N B) 


O. C. RHODES, 


- » DEALER IN. 


Beef, Pork, Lamb, 


POULTRY 
AYLTNOd 


MEGETABLES, ETC. 
CASH PAID FOR HIDES, SKINS AND TALLOW. 


Originator of Brown Egg Strain of White Plymouth Rocks. 


Eggs for Hatching from Choice Stock. 
a 


Innction af Park and Railroad Streets SOTA RRLLINGHAM MASS. 


Bly (de 


The ramshackle sugar shack, where he 


MAPLE SYRUP TIME makes his syrup, is built from remnants 
of a*tin "swihting poor. lt is eight 


IN THE OLD YANKEE TRADITION feet wide and as many feet long. It 
i a ’ looks like a good gust of March wind 
could, blow) it ,over.. 


Chet’ is 65 years old. He lived in Mass- 
achusetts* for’30" or"35 years, but*he's 
not sure of the exact date, only that, 
"It's been too dang long," 


He is originally from Vermont. It's 
where he first learned the art of tap- 
ping the maple trees and boiling the sap 
down into syrup. "You take something 
that is water and turn it into a deli- 
cacy, he explained. "It takes about 
40 gallons of sap to make one gallon of 


syrup.. if your bucky.” 


The shack's interior is dark. Stacks of 
firewood line two of the four walls. 
The sap is bubbling in an old metal 
barrel, it's top cut away and a square 
—" vat sunk in the middle. Underneath the 
th Chet Hood, March 24, vat is a roaring fire. Steam rises from 
Ozimek a CALL Staff the bubbling brew and the smell of maple 
Sugar sets salivary glands to watering 
and taste buds standing at attention. 


conversation wi 
1979., by Sheila 
Writer. 


Chet smiled. His frosty blue eyes 
twinkled. " I always wanted to tap the 
Maple trees around here, but up toa 
Chester (Chet) P. Hood is not bound by few years ago, I wasn't allowed to." He 
conventional time or by the ticking of said. 
a clock. So trying to pin him down to 
exact dates when the maple sugaring pro- Chet tapped about 25 Maple trees on 
cess begins and ends is like trying to Daigle's Curve, about 100 yards from 
}tie down the March winds. his home. The trees are owned by the 


| a HIghway Superintendent Gerard Daigle. 
"Last year it was about Feb. 18" he 


Baigee | Mis year I started Feb. 22.1 When he's not maple sugaring, Chet runs 
usually gauge the right time to start a business out of an old barn, next 
is after the February cold snap..when door to his home at 858 South Main St. 
it warms up. Another way I tell is Inside the barn is a conglomeration of 
when the snow begins to run out of the used furniture, antiques and second hand 
snowbanks" goods. Some would call him an antique 
dealer, but that would be too fancy for 
The entire process, from tree tapping Chet. He'd prefer, if anything, second- 
to boiling down the last gallon of sap hand dealer. 
takes about six weeks. That is of 
Sourse, if he feels like it. "When it Chet has a minor handicap. It's one 
becomes labor instead of love, that's that is hardly noticed after you've been 
the time to pull the spout out," he in his company for a few minutes. He 
said. has only one leg and one arm. But save 


; your pity, Chet doesn't want it nor does 
ehet figures it takes him about 15 hours he need it. He is a rock-bottom New 


for every gallon of syrup he makes. Last England Yankee with a crusty exterior 


year he made nine gallons. But the that hides what perhaps an acquaintance 
hours he spends is not important."Listen, o6f his describes best: "Chet is like 
If I didn't want to do it I wouldn't. the sap he boils. It takes a while to 


~13~ get down to the sweet syrup." 


MAILBOX NEWS 


Dear Sirs, 

Enclosed is a donation to the Bellingham 
Historical Commission in memory of my sister, 
Mrs. Delores Martel who died during the holi- 
days last year. She was an enthusiastic sup- 
porter of your work and an ardent supporter 
and advocate for the Town of Bellingham. She 
is greatly missed. 

Sincerely, 
Gabrielle Martel 


Hello, 

Enclosed please find a donation given on 
behalf of my father, William Foley. Reading 
the Crimpville Comments gives him great 
pleasure. 

During my most recent to my father, who 
resides in Taunton, Mass, we drove around 
Bellingham where he grew up. It was a 
beautiful autumn day and we enjoyed driving 
around and finding the houses where his 
family, the Foleys, and those of his cousins, the 
Buckleys lived for several decades. 

I enclose a photo of my father in front of the 
house where he grew up. I am wondering if 
anyone might recognize him. He was born in 
1926 and will be 82 in a few weeks. 

Many thanks for your fine publication. 

Sincerely, 
Pam Foley 


Dear Ernie: 

Congratulations on your #178 issue; always 
full of very interesting things even to this well 
over ninety years old timer not fortunate to live 
in Bellingham. 

And compliments on your ghost story 
“Museum Tales”. 

(Wonder if the ghost is our official State 
Heroine, Deborah Samson who enlisted as a 
soldier in the Revolutionary War right from 
Bellingham. Her cousin, Reverend Noah 
Alden, then your minister, had Deb as a guest 
until that long ago Monday, May 20, 1782 


when he must have watched Deborah, now 
known on Army rolls as Private Robert 
Shurtliff, march out of town.) 

Notice that on page 9 various friends of 
yours have made donations in memory of 
relations. 

Please accept enclosed check as a donation 
for my late wife Rosanna (Meunier) Leonard. 

Ernie, as I have told you before, when the 
magazine arrives, I immediately read it from 
cover to cover, studying those long ago faces — 
you do wonders in preserving our history. 

Kindest personal regards, 
Patrick J. Leonard, Sr. 


A donation is enclosed to help in the cost of 
publishing the Comments. I enjoy every issue. 
Ruth (Dore) Sweezey 
Class of “41 
Bellingham High School 


Love the Comments - keep them coming. 

I have a comment. | lived across the street 
from “Nelson’s Barn”. It was called “Nelson’s 
Blue Dragon”. It had a dragon painted on the 
front. 

I used to the music at night as I was too 
young to go there. 

Enclosed is a donation. 

Mrs. Jay Brown 


Crimpville Comments, 

I just received your latest edition and really 
enjoyed it. “Reflections “ brought back so 
many memories. 

I spent the first twenty years of my life in 
North Bellingham. Times sure were different 
then in the 1920’s and 30’s. 

I even rode those trains mentioned. Trains 
went through our backyard and the engineer 
often threw us the daily paper. 

Enclosed is a small donation. 

Sincerely, 
Phyllis Brown Burton 
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REMEMBER? 


When mothers wore aprons? 
When neighbors swapped plants and 
flowering shrubs? 


When people dressed up to go to church? 


When women didn't wear slacks? 

When men wore hard straw hats in summe 

When horses were used to plow the 
garden? 

The pot bellied parlor stove? 

Summer nights without aircondition? 

When all farms had an apple orchard? 

Many open fields in the country? 

When you knew nearly everyone in town? 

The wooden wall phones that had to be 

| cranked to get the operator? 

When you wound the clock and put the 
cat. out? 

Playing post office or spin the bottle 
at parties? 

Learning the “times table"? 

Poems we had to learn and recite? 

Ration stamps during W.W.2? 

The night before 'Decoration Day' you 
met the whole neighborhood at the 
cemetery? 

Rumble seats? 

When almost every hoase had a piano? 

Autograph books? 

Your first date? 

Life before TV? 

When a person answered the phone, not 
a machine? 

Out houses? 

When most farmers had a few chickens? 

Roosters waking you at the crack of 
dawn? 

The old Brownie box camera? 


When all pictures were black and white? 


When big copper kettles heated wash 
water and bath water? 

The ice Man? 

Penny candy? 

JA 5¢ ice cream cone? 

When stamps were 3¢? 

Working for 40¢ an hour? 

Silent movies? 

|Big snow storms, especially in 1978? 

When in February 1934, the temperature 
dropped to 25* below 0? 

When houses didn't have storm windows? 

Picking wild blueberries and grapes? 

Fields of dandelions blossomed? 

Picking evergreen and making Christmas 
wreaths? 

Before Kleenx when folks used handkies? 

Cloth diapers for baby? 

Qiled floors in school classrooms? 
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Scalloped heart shaped wafers for 
Valentine's Day with love mess- 
age written on them? 

Home remedies for colds 
thing else? 

When doctors made house calls? 

The big jar of pink aspirin on doctor' 
desks? 

When nurses wore white uniforms and 
caps? 

When most women sewed and embroidered? 

When wakes were held at home and 
lasted three days? 

Learning to knit, crochet 

The old 5 and 10¢ stores? 

When women wore hats? 

When boys wore Knickers? 

Running boards on cars? 

The well house out back? 

Learning to use a scythe? 

Beach pajamas? 

Paragon Park? 


and every 


and tat? 


FMM. 
DEATHS 


Vann Tatt 

Agnes E. Westerback - teacher 
William E. Barrette 

Thomas E. Taylor 

Marcelle S. Thibault 

Barry E. Beggs 

John D. Saponaro 

Carlton B. Hazelton 

Donald F. Austin 

Suzanne M. (Alexander) Auger 
Beatrice G. (Bernier) Beaudet 
Ronald F. Mahoney 

Sean J. Glynn 

Emily E. (Betty) Grenham 
Joseph M. Bogus 

Jerold Wood 

Rita Barsotti 

Sophie Benoit 

Michael Rotigliano 

Amelia E. (Hodgson) Gama 

Dr. HEnry N. Iacovelli 

Dr. Ronald A. ULukert 

Shirley A. Monroe 

Alfred P. Hallfelder 

Donald P. Short 

Philip Cc. Burch 

Andrew W. Nealley 

Tony Brenna (of My One Wish) 


DONATIONS 


William Chattaway 

Floyd & Maribelle Heno 

Mrs. Pat(Rosanna Meunier)Leonard, 
formerely Sister Marie Carmel 


Bellingham Historical Commission 
3 Common Street 
Bellingham, MA 02019 
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